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•••

Murray holds meeting on intolerance at Grand Valley
President Mark A. Murray called together
members of the campus community, including senior administrators, deans, hou sing staff
and student senators, to discuss recent acts of
intolerance on Grand Valley's campus and to
set a tone for the community.
Murray stressed to the crowd that filled the
Pere Marquette Room in Kirkhof Center that
speech is protected on campus, but people
shouldn 't let hate speech go unremarked.
"That is not who we are as a community," said
Murray. "I prefer you elevate it. Challenge
them to think. We're a university; we call
people to be better."
Speech alone is not what is getting current
attention. There have been two instances of
racial epithets written on boards outside of two
students' rooms. "Words are protected; vandalism, intimidation are not protected," said
Murray.
Barb Bergers , director of Public Safety
Services, said there are on-going investigations into the two property damage incidents
that occurred in the Frey and Swanson living centers. "These two acts are cowardly,"
Bergers told those assembled. "They likely
occurred between 3 and 7 a.m. We need those

in the community to let us know if you heard
anything or whether you know of someone
who has expressed hate in another setting."
Anyone who has information about these
incidents or other acts of hate is urged to call
Public Safety, x13255 , or Silent Observer,
1-800-825-0221.
Bart Merkle, vice provost and dean of students, provided an update on what the community is doing to "help stop hate," a phrase
on flyers containing the above contact numbers and a call to action. "Public Safety and
Housing have walked door-to-door in the living centers making sure that people understand
that we as a community will not accept these
acts. We are making sure people know what
occurred and soliciting information."
Merkle also submitted the following March 27
editorial to the Grand Valley Lanthorn:
"Regrettably, two incidents of intimidating,
racial graffiti have occurred at the University
recently (i.e. scrawled in Living Centers on
North campus - Allendale). Acts of hate/intolerance have no place at Grand Valley and I
urge all students, faculty and staff to view this
abhorrent behavior as an attack on all of us.

Across Campus

Photo courtesy of Grand Valley Lanthorn

President Mark A. Murray holds the microphone behind a student during a March 27
meeting in the Kirkhof Center.

"It is important for our community to know

how the University is dealing with these cowardly, hateful acts. Staff from various offices
(i.e. Housing, Counseling, Multicultural
Affairs, etc.) are providing support to the
victim(s) , Public Safety has launched an investigation, 'community ' meetings are being held
in living areas, and de-briefing and counseling
are offered to students that desire services.

see "Meeting" on page 4

···-------------------------Hauenstein Center announces
'Tournament of the Presidents' results

Marathon reader

Thousands of voters have spoken and the results are in . The Hauenstein
Center for Presidential Studies at Grand Valley asked people across the
United States which American president has had the most impact on
the world. More than 8,500 voted and a majority chose Franklin Delano
Roosevelt.

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Bert Bleke, Grand Rapids Public Schools superintendent, reads
from the Chronicles of Narnia during a reading marathon held
March 23 in the Devos Center. The marathon will help raise
money for the Burton Middle School library.

The presidential survey was set up like a basketball tournament with
participants casting their votes online at www.allpresidents.org. Besides
FDR, the final four included George Washington, Abraham Lincoln and
Ronald Reagan. The tournament started February 20. Over the next five
weeks, thousands visited the Web site, www.allpresidents.org, to cast
their votes and participate in online discussions about 24 of the 42 men
who have served in the White House.
Across Campus continues on page 2
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Across Campus
Two technology awards presented at fair

am thrilled at the opportunity to work with the talented staff and to work
in support of the development of the philanthropic and nonprofit sector."

Will Dickinson, assistant
professor of mathematics,
and Sean Lancaster, associate
professor of education, each
received a Pew Teaching with
Technology Award at the fifth
annual Teaching and Learning
with Technology Fair.

Agard has 28 years of philanthropic and nonprofit leadership experience.
In her most recent role, she fo unded the Learning to Give organization in
1997 to create and integrate the teaching of philanthropy into the K-12
school curriculum. Her prior experience includes senior leadership positions with the Community Foundation for Muskegon County, Council of
Michigan Foundations and Hackley Hospital.

Trumpeters win national championship

Dickinson's project uses technology to enable his students
to mental ly construct and use
appropriate geometric models
to better understand geometry.
Lancaster incorporates technology in his classes in multiple ways, including running
a paperless classroom.

The Grand Valley Trumpet Ensemble, under the direction of Richard
Stoelzel, associate professor of music, won first place in the 2006 National
Trumpet Competition Trumpet Ensemble Division held in late March at
George Mason University in
Fairfax, Virginia.

The fair, held March 22 and
Photos courtesy of Glenna Decker
sponsored by Educational
Top,
Sean
Lancaster
receives an award
Technology and the Pew
from Elaine Collins; bottom, Will
Faculty Teaching and Learning
Dickinson receives an award from Fred
Center, saw participation from Antczak.
36 faculty members.

Agard named executive director
for Johnson Center
Kathy A. Agard has been selected executive director for the Dorothy A.
Johnson Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership. Agard is currently the executive director of Learning to Give, a supporting organization of the Council of Michigan Foundations.
"Grand Valley's board, faculty, and donors have created and continue to
support an extraordinary resource at the Johnson Center," said Agard. "I
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Fifty tapes were submitted for
consideration for this year's
competition in the Trumpet
Ensemble Division. Of the
29 ensembles selected as
semi-finalists, two were from
Grand Valley.
The GVSU ensemble placed
higher than those from such
Richard Stoelzel, associate professor of
prestigious music schools as
music, is pictured with the Grand Valley
Eastman, Juilliard, Oberlin,
Trumpet Ensemble.
Cincinnati Conservatory,
Boston University, DePaul , and others. Members of the GVSU Trumpet
Ensemble are Quincy Ream, Robby McCabe, Jonathan Ruffer, Paul
Mueller and Jeff Lewandowski.
Additionally, three Grand Valley students were awarded prizes in the
National Trumpet Competition College Solo Competition. They are Robby
McCabe, third prize; Jonathan Ruffer, fourth prize; and Jeff Lewandowski,
sixth prize.

···---------------------------GVFaces
John Bender
Associate professor of chemistry

Monday when classes are in session and
biweekly during the summer. The submi ssion
deadline is Tuesday noon . Send publication
items to Michele Coffi ll , editor, c/o forum@
gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-33 1-2221. Fax: 61633 1-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online

"Being a chemist is a full-time job," said John
Bender, associate professor of chemistry. For him,
that job includes not only teaching classes, but pursuing his own research and serving as faculty adviser
for the student role-playing game group Alternative
Realities.

"Sketches" submi ssion form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/forum.
Other publications by the News and
Information Services Office include:

GVNOW
To see video features and daily campus
news, visit Grand Valley 's online publication,
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu .edu.

GRAND VALLEYliGrand Valley Maga zine is published quarterly

for the uni versity community. Visit its Web
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine .

Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

"I don 't want my students to regurgitate what
they've learned - they should learn to apply chemistry to real-world situations ," Bender said. Even in
introductory courses, Bender's students use chemistry to analyze and predict what will happen, for
example, to an ecosystem after a chemical spill.
Bender also applies this critical approach to his work
with Alternative Realities. He has advised the group
since he began teaching at GVSU eight years ago.
"Role-playing games demand a lot of players in
terms of creativity and attention," he said. "The
players create models of reality as they go along, and
science often works the same way."

During the fall semester, Bender spent
three months at the
Notre Dame campus
studying drug synthesis and the way
that drug molecules
are put together. "It's
like working with
Legos, and building
one piece at a time,"
he said. He hopes that
John Bender
the research will help
to lessen the amount
of time and money
required to make prescription drugs. He is currently
writing a report of his research for publication.
"With science, there's always something new. We
can develop powerful prediction tools, but there are
always unknowns and surprises," he said.
Alternative Realities meets Wednesdays from 7 p.m.midnight in the Kirkhof Center.
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What·s Ahead
Bluegrass quartet to play
during Arts at Noon
The Grand Valley Arts at Noon Series presents
Clear Fork
Bluegrass
Quartet on
Tuesday,
April 4.
The group
combines
classic bluegrass tradition with
elements
of gospel,
blues, fiddle
music and
Clear Fork Bluegrass
polkas.
Founded by Paul Kovac, the quartet features the
banjo playing of Jim Metz, bassist Bill Watson
and fiddler Ray Sponaugle.
The event will begin at noon in the Cook-DeWitt
Center. For more information, call x13484.

New Music Ensemble
performs first concert
Adventurous music written during the last 20
years is the focus of the New Music Ensemble
at Grand Valley. Directed by Bill Ryan, the
group's inaugural concert on Tuesday, April 4,
will include the world premiere of "Gormenghast
Overture," a new work by Kurt Ellenberger,
commissioned to celebrate this event.
The free concert will begin at 8 p.m. in the
Cook-DeWitt Center. For more information, call
Ryan at x13087 or Ellenberger at x12943.

Ott Lectureship focuses on
green chemistry
An expert on the use of ionic liquid systems and
their application in green science and technology
will speak at two events during the fourth Arnold
C. Ott Lectureship in Chemistry on Wednesday,
April 5.
Robin Rogers is a distinguished research professor in the Department of Chemistry and director

of the Center for Green Manufacturing at the
University of Alabama. In 2005, he was awarded
the Presidential Green Chemistry Award for his
work on the use of ionic liquids in sustainable
technology.

Europe, she worked as an international television
correspondent for PBS's "European Journal."

At 1 p.m. on April 5, Rogers will present a
chemistry seminar at Manitou Hall, room 123, on
"The Past, Present and Future of Ionic Liquids:
From Designer Solvents to Advanced New
Materials."

Dance concert features
·eclectic' pieces

At 7 p.m. he will present a lecture, "Green
Chemistry: Can Society and the Chemical
Industry Co-exist?" in the Loosemore
Auditorium of the De Vos Center. Both events are
free and open to the public.
The Arnold C. Ott Lectureship in Chemistry was
created and endowed by a gift from Arnold C.
Ott and Marion Ott. He is one of the co-founders
of Grand Valley and served on the board of trustees for 28 years.

Advocate for faith-based
initiatives to speak
on campus
The Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies
at Grand Valley is sponsoring a presentation by
Barbara Elliott, executive director and founder of
the Center for Renewal, a resource center for faithbased groups working in America's inner cities.
"Barbara Elliott has been called a ' hands-on
hero,"' said Gleaves Whitney, director of the
Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies. "She
has such rich experiences working in the nonprofit sector to solve the social problems of those
most in need.
"Her presentation to the Grand Valley community will reflect a wealth of experience, from the
White House to the halfway house."
Her presentation is scheduled for Friday,
April 7, at 10:30 a.m. in Loosemore Auditorium
in the De Vos Center.
President George W. Bush awarded Elliott the
Eleanor Roosevelt Award for Human Rights
in December of 2001. She has been named
Senior Fellow for the Council of Leadership
Foundations. During the 14 years she lived in

Women's Center celebrates
fifth anniversary
The president and CEO of the Ms. Foundation for Women - and
GVSU Distinguished Alumna recipient - will highlight the Women's
Center fifth anniversary celebration.
Sara K. Gould, '73 , will give the keynote address at the celebration,
scheduled for Thursday, April 6, beginning at 4 p.m. in the Kirkhof
Center, Grand River Room.
The Ms. Foundation for Women , established more than 30 years ago,
aids the efforts of women and girls across the country through financial
and leadership support. Gould joined the organization in 1986.
She spearheaded the Collaborative Fund for Women's Economic
Development, a pioneering grant-making initiative that has provided

For more information, contact the Hauenstein
Center at x12770.

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, Red Riding
Hood and the Wolf, Puss-in-Boots and the
White Cat, are just a few of the characters on
stage during the Grand Valley Spring Dance
Concert. They all appear in the first segment of
the program, "Aurora's Wedding" from Act II of
"Sleeping Beauty," which is followed by pieces
in jazz and modern dance.
"We've put together a very eclectic program
ranging from the 19th century Sleeping Beauty,
to dance set to a percussion ensemble by the
modern American composer John Cage," said
Jefferson Baum, director of the dance program.
Three performances are scheduled at the Louis
Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center:
Friday, April 7, at 8 p.m., Saturday, April 8, at
2 p.m. and 8 p.m. Tickets are $5 for all students
and $10 for the general public.
For more information call the LAT Box Office at
x12300.

Lecture targets
animal fighting
A national and local expert will talk about the
crimes of animal fighting during a lecture sponsored by several campus departments.
John Goodwin, an animal fighting expert from
the Humane Society of the United States in
Washington D.C. , and Matt Pepper, senior animal control supervisor for the Kent County
Animal Shelter, will speak at 7 p.m. on April
13 in the Loosemore Auditorium of the De Vos
Center.
The event is sponsored by the Criminal Justice
Department, Criminal Justice Education Center,
American Humanics, Spotlight Productions and
student organization Animal Care Takers.

more than $10 million in support of
organizations creating jobs for lowincome women, and created the Institute
for Women's Economic Empowerment,
which has provided thousands of grassroots leaders with the skills and resources
to help women achieve greater economic
independence.
She received a bachelor's degree in
political science in 1973 from Grand
Valley and holds a master 's degree in
city and regional planning from Harvard
University, awarded in 1977.

Sara K. Gould

To RSVP for the event, call the Women's
Center at x12748 or send an e-mail to womenctr@gvsu.edu by today.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events

4 p.m. : Women's Center Event. Women's Work:
Past, Present, Future, by Sara K. Gould.
Regency Room, DEV. Call xl2748 to register.

11:30 a.m.: University Club Event. Easter Egg
Hunt for Children. Children's Center. Call
x13592 for more information.

7 p.m.: Ott Lectureship in Chemistry. Can
Society and the Chemical Industry Co-Exist?
by Robin Rogers. Loosemore Auditorium,
DEV. Call xl33 l 7 for more information.

2 p.m.: GVSU Spring Dance Concert. LAT,
PAC.

Monday, April 3
9 a.m.-4 p.m.: St. Mary's Mobile Mammography
Van. Lot G. Call 752-6442 to schedule an
appointment.
2-4 p.m.: African/African-American Perspectives
Lecture. Slaves, Quilts, and Robert Cromwell
on the Wall: Slavery and Public Scholarship,
by Michelle Johnson. 308 PAD. Call xl8110
for more information.

Thursday, April 6
Sports
4 p.m. : Women's Center: Fifth Anniversary
Celebration. Grand River Room, KC. Call
xl2748 for more information.

10 a.m.-4 p.m.: Pew Campus Community Blood
Drive. Building C Plaza, DEV, and 123 CHS.
Call xl2360 for more information.

6 p.m.: Alumni Relations Event. When Keep in'
It Real Goes Wrong: African American
Alumni Panel Discussion. Perry Dining
Room, AH. Call x13590 for more information.

Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Clear Fork Bluegrass
Quartet. CDC. Call xl3484 for information.

Friday, April 7

Tuesday, April 4

8 p.m.: Music Concert. New Music Ensemble,
with director Bill Ryan and compositions by
Kurt Ellenberger. CDC. Call x 13484 for more
information.

8 p.m.: GVSU Spring Dance Concert. LAT,
PAC.

Monday, April 3
10 a.m.: Men's tennis hosts Wayne State
University.

Tuesday, April 4
3:30 p.m. : Softball hosts Cornerstone University.

7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 107E
DEV. Call xl 7337 for more information.

Thursday, April 6
3 p.m.: Women's tennis hosts Aquinas College.

5 p.m.: Relay for Life. Clock Tower Plaza. Call
xl2345 for more information.

Saturday, April 8
Wednesday, April 5
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call xl2204
for more information.
1 p.m.: Ott Lectureship in Chemistry. Past,
Present, and Future of Ionic Liquids:
From Designer Solvents to Advanced New
Materials, by Robin Rogers. 123 MAN. Call
x 13317 for more information.

8 p.m.: GVSU Spring Dance Concert. LAT,
PAC. Call x13484 for more information.

Noon: Baseball hosts Gannon University.

Saturday, April 8

Sunday, April 9

9 a.m.-4 p.m.: Asian Pacific Heritage
Celebration. R.I.C.E. Conference: Realizing
and Addressing Issues in Our Culture and
Education. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call
xl2177 for more information.

Noon: Baseball hosts Gannon University.

Faculty and Staff Sketches

···-------------------------Institute for Advanced Studies in Music Theory at
Yale University.

In the News

Sketches

Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein
Center for Presidential Studies, was interviewed
by WOOD-AM for stories about the 25th anniversary of the assasination attempt on President
Reagan, and the Tournament of Presidents. He
was also interviewed by Michigan Talk Radio
about the tournament.

Maria Landon, affiliate instructor of marketing,
wrote an article, "Outback Jumps At Community
Outreach," published in the Grand Rapids
Business Journal.
John Schuster-Craig, professor of music, was
selected to participate in the annual Mannes

Meeting held to discuss racial issues

Bob Hollister, assistant professor of biology,
wrote an article, "Plant Community Responses to
Warming Across the Tundra Biome," published
in the Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences of the United States of America.

···---------------------------

continued from page 1
"Most importantly, we are informing our community about these acts of
hate to solicit everyone's assistance in identifying the perpetrator(s). We
will be persistent in following leads. Intimidating acts of hate/intolerance
hurt and demean people and none of us should accept this bigotry. We all
need to do whatever we can to stop this. Let me be very clear, the university
will use both the student judicial system and/or the criminal courts to confront behavior that violates either university policies or the law (i.e. local,
state, or federal) .
"Together, we can identify the person(s) that is terrorizing our housing com-

munity. I invite all of you to 'do something! ' If you witness or have knowledge of acts of intimidation, hatred, or intolerance, please report them to:
Public Safety (331-3255) or Silent Observer (800/825-0221).
"I extend my concern and sympathy to those individuals who were targeted
with this harassment. I will assist them in any way I can so that they can
begin to rebuild their trust in our community - and I hope that others with
do the same.
"Will this behavior be tolerated in our community? I hope that we all shout
a unified 'NOT IN OUR HOUSE!"'

